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Information sharing within rural communities in depopulating rural regions:

A case study of Uchinari, Beppu City, Japan

Ryota AZUMA, Yuzuru ISODA

Abstract: Ageing of agricultural workers in rural areas has become a serious concern towards the

future use of agricultural lands. Rural sociologists argue that information sharing about family and

possible successors within rural settlements is crucial in maintaining the rural community. This

paper studies Uchinari basin in Beppu, Oita, and based on interview result, maps the changes in

household composition and circumstances regarding successor on to the map of agricultural land.

The resulting map will be shared within the rural community, aiming at understanding the current

circumstances and initiating the discussion regarding the future plans within the rural community.

Keywords: agricultural lands (), successor (11 V), household composition (1H#54#5%), hilly and
mountainous areas ('[LIfHI%), information sharing (EFHILH)
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